CHAPTER  XVIII

IT was certainly a point of great importance to Mrs.
Siddons that her brother, Mr. Kemble, should at all events
be the stage manager of Driay Lane Theatre, and that for
reasons which equally affected her family and her fame.
How her fame itself was dependent upon such an arrange-
ment shall be shown. Perhaps no actress ever stood so
strongly alone as Mrs. Siddons. The tenth, twentieth,
and thirtieth repetition of many of her characters, hackneyed
as they had previously been for half a century by every
actress worthy of the name, had still an attraction in her
powers of the most respectable and profitable kind. Some
of them, it is true, became a little the worse for wear;
but,generally speaking, what had first charmed her audiences
preserved their affection beyond the useless and hopeless
trials of what novelty might produce.

The genius of the age was certainly not of a dramatic
cast; it^ supplied nothing that could be even wished to
survive Beyond the ninth representation, when the poet
commonly found that two bejqefits might have been more
profitable to him than three. But it was a somewhat rare
occurrence to reach that consummate number of the Muses.
There was in fact, therefore, no increase to her list of
parts, and an endless sameness, it might be foreseen, would
wear out alike the energy of the actress and the attention
of the town.

The retirement of Smith from the stage was followed by
that of King from the management, if management that
could be called which had no feature of the function but